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ENERGY CROPS IN EU LEGISLATION
Different policy levels affect the production of energy crops in Europe.
●

Agricultural policy

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) addresses renewable energy under its second pillar for rural
development. The CAP provides the possibility to support investments and infrastructure related the
establishment of energy crops such as Short Rotation Coppices (SRC) and of other grasses for energy
purposes (miscanthus, switch grass, reed canary grass, etc.).
The CAP post-2013 also requires farmers to dedicate at least 5% of their eligible hectares to ecological
focus areas (for arable lands above 15 ha) - such as land left fallow, terraces, landscape features, buffer
strips and afforested areas. This figure could rise to 7% after a Commission report in 2017. Members
States have the possibility to grow perennial energy crops on these ecological focus areas, under the
condition that no pesticides and chemical fertilizers are used.
At the writing of this document (January 2014), discussions are still ongoing on the CAP and the
modalities of its implementation remain uncertain.
●

Energy policy

The Renewable Energy Directive 2009/28/EC (RED) and the Fuel Quality Directive 2009/30/EC (FQD)
include a sustainability scheme for biofuels used in transport and bioliquids used in electricity, heating
and cooling. Under these Directives, biofuels and bioliquids consumed in Europe have to comply with
requirements on minimum greenhouse gas emissions savings, high biodiversity value areas and
conversion of high-carbon stock areas.
In February 2010, the European Commission published a report on sustainability requirements for the
use of solid and gaseous biomass in electricity, heating and cooling (COM(2010)11) with
recommendations to Member States who had in place or planned to have in place national sustainability
criteria. In this report, the Commission committed to assess at a later stage whether an EU harmonised
scheme would be needed. End 2013, this topic is still under discussion within the Commission no
decision has been made on a possible proposal for sustainability requirements for solid and gaseous
biomass used in the heating, cooling and electricity sectors. A new report is expected in 2014.
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In October 2012, the Commission published a proposal for an amendment of the Renewable Energy
Directive to limit the impact of indirect land use changes generated by the production of biofuels and
thereby raise the climate benefits of biofuels used in the EU. This proposal limits the contribution foodbased (conventional) biofuels to 5% to meet the 2020 renewable energy target in the transport sector.
This proposal is currently being discussed within the European Parliament and the Council. The Plenary
vote which took place in
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-

The European Technology Platform on Renewable Heating and Cooling (RHC-Platform) is an
initiative officially supported by the European Commission which gathers over 700 industry and
research stakeholders of the renewable heating and cooling sector in Europe to define a common
strategy to increase the use of renewable energy technologies for heating and cooling. The RHCPlatform takes into account the main renewable heating sources - biomass, solar thermal and
geothermal – as well as cross-cutting technologies. Within the Biomass Technology Panel, a specific
Issue Group is dedicated to the supply of biomass feedstock and the production of advanced biomass
fuels.

-

The Mission of the European Biofuels Technology Platform (EBTP) is to contribute to the
development of cost-competitive world-class biofuels value chains, to the creation of a healthy
biofuels industry, and to accelerate the sustainable deployment of biofuels in the EU. To reach these
goals, the European Biofuels Technology Platform focusses on a process of guidance, prioritisation
and promotion of research, technology development and demonstration. A specific working group
deals with Biomass Availability and Supply.

●

Public-private partnership and Joint Technology Initiatives

The European Commission’s proposal for Horizon 2020 mentions the use of public- private partnerships
(PPP’s) in the form of a Joint Technology Initiative (JTI) to implement Horizon 2020. The PPP is an
instrument to support industrial research and innovation, to overcome the path from research to the
marketplace and to encourage partnership with the private sector to bring together the resources needed
to address the challenges involved in commercialising major society-changing new technologies.
The recently established Bio-based Industries Initiative is a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) between
the European Commission and the Bio-based Industries Consortium (BIC). The Bio-based Industries
Consortium
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